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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

1 39 4.5 2.3 10 45.1 3.8

2 6 3.3 5.3 20 16.7 0.6

3 9 3.9 3.7 20 19.4 0.9

11 750 7.4 1.7 10 73.6 73.3

12 507 12.8 3.6 20 63.9 49.6

13 265 12 4.1 20 60.1 25.9

21 253 7.2 1.9 10 71.7 24.7

22 187 13.2 3.4 20 65.8 18.3

23 63 9.5 4.5 20 47.4 6.2

31 11 2.7 1.6 10 27.3 1.1

32 3 1.7 0.6 20 8.3 0.3

33 5 1.8 0.8 20 9 0.5

41 10 3.3 2.2 10 33 1

42 1 3 20 15 0.1

43 4 1 1.4 20 5 0.4

51 28 6.8 3.5 10 67.5 2.7

52 17 13.9 5.1 20 69.7 1.7

53 7 10 6.5 20 50 0.7

61 8 2.4 2 10 23.8 0.8

62 3 1.3 0.6 20 6.7 0.3

63 2 2.5 0.7 20 12.5 0.2

71 586 7.2 1.7 10 72.2 57.3

72 394 13.5 3.7 20 67.3 38.5

73 203 9.9 4 20 49.5 19.8

81 350 6.5 2 10 65.1 34.2

82 246 12.2 3.7 20 61 24.1

83 108 11.6 4.3 20 58.1 10.6

91 6 2.5 1.8 10 25 0.6

92 1 2 20 10 0.1

93 3 1.3 1.5 20 6.7 0.3
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Lord of the Flies


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


What do you think of the way the characters speak and behave here? Give reasons for 
what you say and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]


Either,


For which character in Lord of the Flies do you have the most sympathy? Write about 
your chosen character and why you feel sympathy for him. In your answer you should 
refer to events in the novel and its social, cultural and historical context. [20]


Or,


What do you think of Simon and the way he speaks and behaves at different points in 
the novel? In your answer you should refer to events in the novel and its social, cultural 
and historical context.


Think about:


  •  his relationships with the other boys on the island
  •  his meeting with the Lord of the Flies
  •  the way he dies
  •  anything else you think important  [20]
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Lord of the Flies 
 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 
What do you think of the way the characters speak and behave here? Give 
reasons for what you say and remember to support your answer with words 
and phrases from the extract. [10] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 
 
0 marks  
 


Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1 mark  Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 
 


2-4 marks  Brief responses, with simple comments on what is happening in the 
extract. 
 


5-7 marks More focus and selection, with some discussion of how the characters 
speak and behave for 7, but still light on detailed reference. 
 


8-10 marks Clear and detailed response to the characters as they are revealed in 
the extract. Thorough and thoughtful at the top of the band, perhaps 
with some appreciation of the dramatic nature of what is happening 
here. 


 
For which character in Lord of the Flies do you have the most sympathy? Write 
about your chosen character and why you feel sympathy for him. In your 
answer you should refer to events in the novel and its social, cultural and 
historical context. [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 
 


Please remember that, in this question, as with all such open questions, comment is 
free, and be flexible in judging what is offered, using the marking guidelines 
 
0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 


 
5-9 marks  Responses will be general and simple, revealing a sketchy knowledge 


of the text and making only general comments related to the task. 
 


10-14 marks Answers will focus on the task and discuss sympathy related to the 
character chosen. At the lower end of the band this will be more a 
case of showing awareness and at the higher end of the band this will 
be grounded in a more engaged discussion of the chosen character. 
Specific detail may still be scant in this mark range, however, and 
reference to context will probably be implicit. 
 


15-20 marks Answers will be increasingly detailed, with focus on the task and the 
idea of sympathy. At the top of this mark range responses will be 
thoughtful and thorough, with apt references to events across the play 
to give some justification to the choice of character made. There will 
be a clear awareness of the context of the novel in this band (for 
example, conflict and social power). 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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Blood Brothers 
 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 
How do you think an audience would respond to this part of the play? Give 
reasons for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words 
and phrases from the extract. [10] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 
 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1 mark Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 


 
2-4 marks Simple general comments. 


 
5-7 marks More focused, with some discussion of the way the characters are 


speaking and behaving, with empathy, for 7. 
 


8-10 marks Sensible judgements about this extract supported by apt detail from 
the text. At the very top of this band a feature of responses might be 
a recognition of the significance of this extract and how it builds to 
the closing line.  


 
What do you think about Edward Lyons (Eddie) and the way he speaks and 
behaves at different points in the play? [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A02 (67%). 
 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks Very brief with hardly any relevant detail, and little, if any, focus on 


the question. 
 


5-9 marks Simple, patchy, and probably brief narrative, with only general 
comments about Eddie. 
 


10-14 marks Answers will be more focused on Eddie, although still dependent on 
straightforward narrative, and thin on specific detail. Towards the 
top of the band there will be empathy and a more engaged 
discussion of the character. 
 


15-20 marks A sensible discussion of Eddie as he appears in the play, supported 
by relevant references to the text. At the top of the band, discussion 
of his character and how it develops through the play will be 
thoughtful and thorough.  


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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Sticky Note

Using the terms of the task and is immediately using selected detail to inform sensible comments.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Identifies the dynamics of the extract and the key qualities of each character, using detailed support.



WJEC

Sticky Note

An awareness of the placement of the extract within the text.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Ends with a personal response that shows engagement.



WJEC

Sticky Note

A sound response that uses selected detail to support sensible points. Not wide ranging but enough for secure Band Four. 9 marks.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Possible task: what could have been added? Could anything have been said about Bob's part in this extract?
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Sticky Note

Immediate engagement with the task and the extract. Understands the key point immediately too.



WJEC

Sticky Note

The initial point is usefully developed. Secure understanding shown.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Working with some quite close detail but still looking at effect on audience too.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Insightful comments, developing points thoughtfully at times.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Another thoughtfully developed point.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some more work on close detail to finish and an understanding of the ending of the extract.



WJEC

Sticky Note

A thoughtful and thorough response with the terms of the task kept to the fore throughout. Full marks on this tier. 10 marks.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Possible task: map the response against the extract using a highlighter to show how much coverage there is here without long quotations.
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Blood Brothers 
 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 
How do you think an audience would respond to this part of the play? Give 
reasons for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words 
and phrases from the extract. [10] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 
 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1 mark Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 


 
2-4 marks Simple general comments. 


 
5-7 marks More focused, with some discussion of the way the characters are 


speaking and behaving, with empathy, for 7. 
 


8-10 marks Sensible judgements about this extract supported by apt detail from 
the text. At the very top of this band a feature of responses might be 
a recognition of the significance of this extract and how it builds to 
the closing line.  


 
What do you think about Edward Lyons (Eddie) and the way he speaks and 
behaves at different points in the play? [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A02 (67%). 
 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks Very brief with hardly any relevant detail, and little, if any, focus on 


the question. 
 


5-9 marks Simple, patchy, and probably brief narrative, with only general 
comments about Eddie. 
 


10-14 marks Answers will be more focused on Eddie, although still dependent on 
straightforward narrative, and thin on specific detail. Towards the 
top of the band there will be empathy and a more engaged 
discussion of the character. 
 


15-20 marks A sensible discussion of Eddie as he appears in the play, supported 
by relevant references to the text. At the top of the band, discussion 
of his character and how it develops through the play will be 
thoughtful and thorough.  


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How do you think an audience would respond to this part of the play? Give reasons for 
what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]


Either,


What do you think of Edward Lyons (Eddie) and the way he speaks and behaves at 
different points in the play?  [20]


Or,


Love is important in Blood Brothers. Write about some of the times when you think love 
is important in the play. [20]
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Sticky Note

Brief introduction shows direct engagement with the task.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Into a narrative mode but immediately probing the subtext too.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some inferences and some accurate use of supporting detail.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Straightforward but detailed and relevant statements.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Making some character judgments now, based on sound detail.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Despite a rather sudden ending and a lack of discussion of Linda, this response is sound and shows detailed knowledge of the text. There are some inferences and some probing of the subtext. Band Four, 17 marks.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Possible task: How could a discussion of Edward's relationship with Linda and its impact on the play be added into this response?
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Candidate C



WJEC

Sticky Note

Engages directly with the task and makes a clear and immediate choice.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Refers to detail rather than selecting.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some more support for these assertions would have been useful.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Awareness and some accurate reference to events.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Considering alternatives is absolutely justifiable for this task.







WJEC

Sticky Note

More thoughtful here, although still not selecting detail to support. Perhaps more convincing with Ralph than Piggy?



WJEC

Sticky Note

More support for these assertions would again have helped.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Just about into Band Four. Addresses the task and shows some knowledge of events. No mention of Piggy's death and perhaps more inference for Ralph than Piggy. More specific support would have helped this response. Context is accessed through the discussion of leadership and the relationships between the various boys. 15 marks.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Possible task: choose some quotations to put into this essay at various point to help develop it.
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A Christmas Carol


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


What thoughts and feelings do you have as you read this extract? Give reasons for 
what you say and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]


Either,


Which of the Spirits do you think helps Scrooge to change the most? In your answer you 
should refer to events and characters in the novel and its social, cultural and historical 
context. [20]


Or,


What do you think is the most important message in A Christmas Carol? In your answer 
you should refer to events and characters in the novel and its social, cultural and 
historical context. [20]
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A Christmas Carol 
 


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


What thoughts and feelings do you have as you read this extract? Give reasons for 
what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from 
the extract. [10] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 
 
0 marks Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1 mark Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 


 
2-4 marks Brief responses with simple comments on what is happening in the 


extract. 
 


5-7 marks More focus and selection, with some discussion of the extract, 
maybe based on paraphrase, and, probably, empathy for Fred 
and/or Scrooge, for 7. 
 


8-10 marks Increasingly clear and detailed discussion of the extract.  
Responses at the top of this band will be thorough, with thoughtful 
discussion of selected detail from across the extract. 


 
Which of the spirits do you think helps Scrooge to change the most? In your 
answer you should refer to events in the novel and its social, cultural and 
historical context. [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 
 
Please remember that, in this question, as with all such open questions, comment is 
free, and be flexible in judging what is offered, using the marking guidelines. 


 
0 marks  Nothing written, or nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Very brief with hardly any relevant detail. 


 
5-9 marks  Answers will be typified by patchy, very simple narrative, with only 


general comments about the spirits. 
 


10-14 marks Simple discussion, with clearer focus and some apt selection as you 
move through the band. Empathy and awareness are likely to be 
present for 13/14. Some personal response to the idea of which spirit 
helps to change Scrooge the most, but any reference to context will 
probably be mainly implicit. 
 


15-20 marks Focused discussion of the task, rooted in the text. A sensible choice 
of spirit (including Marley) will have been made and supported with 
apt references to detail. For the higher marks in this band discussion 
will be thoughtful and thorough, with a grasp of the novel’s context 
(e.g. avarice, poverty, etc.). 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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Blood Brothers


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


How do you think an audience would respond to this part of the play? Give reasons for 
what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]


Either,


What do you think of Edward Lyons (Eddie) and the way he speaks and behaves at 
different points in the play?  [20]


Or,


Love is important in Blood Brothers. Write about some of the times when you think love 
is important in the play. [20]
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